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the general deterioration of the position of women that gradually and 

imperceptibly started at about 1000 BC, and became quite marked in about 500 
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years. The non-Aryan wife, with her ignorance of Sanskrit language and Hindu 

religion, could obviously not enjoy the same religious privileges as the Aryan 

consort. Association with her must have tended to affect the purity of speech of the 

Aryan co-wife as well. ]11 
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