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Research summary

“SOCIAL DISPLACEMENT IN ‘SHIGAAF’ AND ‘SHIKARGAAH’ ”

Displacement in today’s world has become a prevalent phenomenon.
Thousands of families or entire communities are displaced for varied reasons.
For the population which is displaced, displacement is not just a phenomenon.
The roots that they have been attached to since ages are separated from them
suddenly; they are forced to live in such difficulties. The pain of being uprooted
can only be understood by an individual who has suffered of it. Displaced from
their past, these people with a problematic present are heading for an unknown
and directionless future. To be parted away from one’s land is not just a parting
away from land; this entire process makes these displaced souls hopeless

regarding the future.

In today’s context displacement can be seen in a lot of different versions.
India’s partition led to a historical displacement of lakhs of people and the
problems that arose due to this displacement can be witnessed in many versions
across India, Pakistan and Bangladesh’s population. Development planning is
considered as one of the important reasons for displacement. “Economic
Growth” 1s considered as the basis of Modernization in independent India, and it
was also referred to as a synonym of development. Dalits, tribal, women and

senior citizens were the most affected because of these government policies. If
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after displacement these people are not provided proper living accommodations
it creates a lot of difficulties for the women and children especially. The
problem of displacement did not end with just partition and industrial
development instead; this problem has taken a gigantic face. Problems like;

unemployment, food shortage, communal violence, environment issues etc.

On 9 January 1990, Kashmiri pundits were forced to leave their own lands.
Since years now, Kashmiri pundits are living like immigrants in their own
country. And even today political parties fail to take the problems of Kashmiri
Pundits seriously. Sectarianism is a modern ideology, and communal violence is
one of its outcomes. In their novels, Manisha Kulsreshtha and Surinder Neer a
Punjabi author; create a real life like image of this communal strife. In the novel
‘Shigaaf® the author talks about Kashmir issues. Displacement, secularism,
sectarianism, terrorism, social and cultural problems and the pain is portrayed in
Shigaaf. In ‘Shikargaah’ Surinder Neer creates an image of the communal strife.
Destruction of the lives of Kashmiri Pundits (minority) because of terrorism in
the state and the struggle to maintain brotherhood amongst the Punjabi Sikhs
and how this gives way to harmony, love and politics forms the base of Punjabi
Novel; ‘Shikargaah’. The displacement of Kashmiri Pundits due to terrorism has
not ceased till date. Both the novels try to portray this issue of displacement and
it process. Both authors have tried to give voice to the Kashmiri Pundit’s
displacement through ‘Shigaaf” and ‘Shikargaah’. Both the novels try to

familiarise its readers to the social lifestyle in Kashmir and the situation the
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state. The problem of displacement not only causes financial and physical
problems but also has an adverse effect on the mental health. Displacement
completely changes the psychology of the people. Manisha Kulsreshtha in her
novel ‘Shigaaf’ creates the picture of the difficulties a woman faces due to
displacement from her mentality to her behaviour and how it transforms with
displacement. The state of Kashmir seems uprooted because of terrorism but it
also destroyed the lives of women there. A woman even in the times of terrorism

and huge difficulties tries to live through.

Since many years now, Kashmiri Hindus are living the lives of displaced in their
own country. No political party has ever attended to their pain and problems.
Now when the talks about relocating to their homes are going around, shouldn’t
we see if the valley is safe for them? Their return is very important. Kashmiri
are known for their culture and it is utterly necessary that for the country’s

honour and dignity they should be relocated to the valley safely.
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