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Abstract

The entry of Buddha dhamma in kuru region and the historical significance

During the time of the Lord Buddha, India was known as Jambuudvip. It was
segregated into sixteen small Mahajanapada’s. Among these mahajanpad’s 'Kuru'
was an important janpada. At present its part comes under Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh. Description in the Kurudhamma jataka states that people of that region
strictly practicing the five precepts and Far from far away, they were very
prestigious for their knowledge and generosity. Seeing such fame, people from
other nations used to learn Dhamma from them. Lord Buddha himself given Very

intellectual and harmonious sutta’s to convert people into Buddh dhamma.

This short research is divided into four chapters. In its first chapter there is a
small description of 'Kuru region and the first sixteen Mahajanapadas of Buddha’s
time. Apart from that the geographical background of Kuru region has been
described in detail And also there is a description about the admission of Buddh
dhamma in Kuru region. The descriptions in Pali Tipitaka state that After eleven
years of getting enlightment, lord Buddha himself came to Kuru region while
begging alms with Buddhist monk. At that time there were two very famous cities
'Kamsasadhham' and 'Thulkotthit'. When Lord Buddha came to Kuru region, he
used to stay in a forest area near Kammasadhham. Now it is known from the
village called 'Kamaspur' and there are different opinions of scholars about
Thullkotthit. D.C. Ahir has compared Thullkotthit with 'sthaneswar'. And Bhardwa;

admits the '"Thol' and 'Kuradi' villages of modern Kurukshetra.

The second chapter is about 'the teachings of Lord Buddha in Kuru region'.
In this chapter an attempts has been made to collect the different sutta which is

preached by lord budhha in kuru region and show their historical significance. This



study shows that Lord Buddha traveled four times in Kuru state during his life time
and he has preached Six important suttas  such as Mahasatipattanasut,
Annjasappasututta, MahanidanSutta, Magandiyasutta, Sammasasutta and
Rattpalasutta, of these, five of them were given in 'Kamsasadhham' and
'"Thulkotthit' respectively. Historically these Sutta’s have great importance. In these
we can get detailed description about the religious, social, economic, geographical
and cultural conditions of Buddhist society. In addition to this we can also get
description about the arrival of Lord Buddha, his famous contemporary kings,

Major monks, Trade route and commerce center.

Apart from this one can also get Information about ancient cities, and
Rajpaths which has spread far and wide. At the time of Lord Buddha, the king
named Kaushya ruled here. Resident of kuru region such as Rattpal, Magandiye,
Thari Nanduttara and Thari Mittakali, had attained qualification after receiving
permission from the Buddhist Union. Lord Buddha's chief disciple, Stavir Anand,
Sthavir Sariputta, Sthavir Moggalan and Buddha's famous Vaidya Jivakak they also
visited the Kuru region and spread the teachings of Buddha. As a result of that here
Buddha Dhamma grew rapidly during the time of Buddha.

The importance of these teachings increases even further when it connects
with the philosophy and science, and it embellishes and beautifies the life of a
human. And it shows Displays the path of Nirvana to free him from grief, distress,

pain, anxiety and craving and so on.

In the Third chapter 'The historical importance of ancient Buddhist remains
of Kuru region Four ancient Buddhist sites of Haryana derived from excavation
carried out by the Archaeological Survey of India ( Adibadri Buddhist Stupas and
Vihar, Chaneti Buddhist Stupa, Agroha Buddhist Stupa, Buddhist Stupa
Kurukshetra) Along with this, modern Dhamapattan Pagoda Kamasadhhamm has



been included. Studying the facts of these sites shows that Remnants are also very

important in terms of architecture and art as well as from historical perspective.

The evidence of their ancientity exposes this to us that today, almost 2300
years ago; the whole of Haryana was full of Buddh dhamma. Mentioned in the
travel details of Chinese traveler Yuan Chuang That at that time hundreds of
thousands of Buddhist monks used to live in Buddhist Viharas. From this we can
guess that till the reign of King Harshavardhana (seventh century) the Buddh
dhamma was in very good condition, But after this, due to the growing influence of
Hindu religion and external Muslim invasions, till the end of 12th, 13th century.
Buddhist monasteries, stupas, and Buddha statues were demolished and the
Buddhist monks were killed. Apart from this, a few Buddhist monks were left; they
left this place and settled towards the Himalayas. As a result, Buddh Dhamma

gradually collapsed from here.

In the fourth chapter' The present situation of Buddhist dhamma in Haryana'
has been studied. In modern Haryana, the beginning of 'Buddhist Dharma' was
started, When Baba Saheb Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar had renounced Hinduism with
the five lakh followers at 'Diksha Bhoomi' located in Nagpur on October 14, 1956
and embraced humanist Buddha dhamma. Like the other states of India, the impact
of this Dharma revolution has started to appear a little bit on the Bahujan Sama;j of
Haryana. According to the figures of religious census 2011 issued by the
Government of India Here the population of Buddhists is 7,514.

Hence the above statement is certified that the Kuru region has been an
important center of Buddh dhamma. The teachings given by Lord Buddha on here
and Buddhist remnants from archeology and excavations Certify this thing that.
From the sixth century to the twelfth-thirteenth century the Buddhist dhamma was

presented, currently, the number of people who believe in Buddhism is 0.02



percent, but in the future, their number may increase. Hence Buddha Dhamma is an
integral part of Haryana's culture and religion. It always teaches for friendship,
compassion, charity, wisdom, non-violence, peace, and so on for the welfare of

mankind. By following it, one can lead a good life in peace and happiness.



