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Research summary

Topic of dissertation: Comparative Study of Bhikshuni Pratimoksh in Vinayapitaka and

Kankhavitarani

Bhagwan Buddha proposed Bhikshuni Pratimoksha (rules of discipline) for the all
round development and enhancement of the women. In order to know this discipline and for
its permanent remembrance, Buddha made these rules for all sangh to gather together after
every fifteenth day and recall and rememorize these rules of discipline for the purification of
sangha. About Pratimoksha Buddha holds the views that those who observe and protect them,
would be freed from all sufferings and injuries. Because pratimoksha is chiefly important in
one’s enlightenment. It is a very easy method to filtrate and lighten the sin. In this method,
every monk or nun confessess himself or herself before the sangha or any monk who see, hear
or has doubt on somebody else who does wrong, tells before sangha and with composite and
cooperative effort ,he becomes associate and collectively responsible for the purification of
each other.In this, every victim gives his assurance not to do wrong again and makes himself
or herself well-established in dhamma. Buddha made 311 rules of discipline for the
enhancement of nuns. These vinayas are not only mere rules but also a way to control body
and verbal wrongs that lead to suffering. I feel the need to do research on this very important

topic.

In Vinayapitaka, these rules of discilpline come only in statement form. It doesnot
have its detail explanation. For the detail study of vinayas its corollary must be taken into
consideration. Kankhavitarani is a corollary of the Vinayapitaka. But the problem is that the
translation of Kankhavitarani has not been done yet. This major problem is dealt in my
research. Vinaypitaka, translated by Rahul sankrutyayan and published by the corporate body
of the Buddha’s educational foundation, describes these vinayas only in 18 pages and in
kankhavitarani, edited by Acharya Satyanarayan Goenka and published by Vipashyana
Vishodhan Vinyas, Igatpuri, explains this all in only 65 pages. On this basis we can say that
how Kankhavitarani is important to study bhikshuni pratimoksha on the whole. So I tried to
translate it. When I did the comperative study of both these books, I found some following

facts as-



1) Kankhavitarani gives the meanings of all the vinayas told by Buddha to bhikshni.

2) It tells about all parts and sub parts of each vinayas.

3) Italso tells where and to whom Buddha proposed this.

4) It also tells in which condition these vinayas are not applicable in disaster, disease,
lunatic condition, etc.

5) From kankhavitarani, we come to know one thing that those who havenot higher
ordination in sangha, they also come into bhikshuni pratimoksha, but after
disobeydance of the vinayas, they get little punishment and not so hard punishment

like bhikshunis get.

Both these books give the information about different mental level of the nuns. The difference
is that kankhavitarani gives the detail explanation of it. In primary level these nuns were
affected by lust, hatred, jelous, etc. This affected their polluted mental condition who did
number of wrong deeds like speaking lie, to mock, to insult, to collect pot and clothes etc.
Today also women are affected by this polluted mental condition. In order to get out of this
mental condition, Buddha proposed this vinaya. By following these vinayas so many nuns at
buddhas period got enlightenment. Patachara is the best example of that. She was the
Psychophrenic patient. She was completely cured by observing bhikshuni vinayaas. Those
bhikshunis who were in primary stage were living in polluted mental condition and did
number of wrong deeds. Now by observing Buddha vinaya, they started to practice loving
kindness, compassion etc. Now they worked for the good and betterment of their ownself and

society. They became more respected and venerable for society.

Today also these rules of discipline are more applicable. Nowadays it is more suitable
and healthy time for the upliftment of the women. In such a time positive and healthy
teaching that keeps one stable and well-concentrated on their goal. Their womanhood can not
be made hurdle of their enhancement and enlightenment. Buddha’s teaching of rules of

discipline makes them more strong and independent as they were never before.



