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Summary

Portrayal of women in media has always been considered a matter of concern. Whether
it's about their working participation in News Media or its about coverage, in both
context she is subjugated by the whole patriarchal society, especially the Dalit women.
This paper is focused to study the coverage and image building of Dalit women through
newspapers. On the way, it can be said that this is a study to understand the Media
(Newspapers) behaviour on treatment related to Dalit women issue. Whether it provides
coverage, space and importance to Dalit related issues or not.

In November 2014, the sterilization issue in Bilaspur (chhattisgarh) has taken as a
reference to study. This sterilization issue has raised ire in the all over country. It led to
death of 19 Tribal women (as newspapers has covered) who were having less in terms
of population. This issue were covered by mass media also but media's coverage trend is
matter of study to understand the media behaviour.

Purpose of this research is to define the role of media in the new context . In context of
violence against Dalit woman. An issue has taken as a reference to study on coverage of
Dalit women in newspapers. Certainly, this research has tried to explore new trends of
media coverage and it's role. Although this area of research has very broader aspect and it
was very difficult to limit this. But to change this broader area into thesis is certainly a

small but positively an important intervention.

Chapter - 1. Dalits as its conceptual interpretation

In this chapter the concept of Dalits , caste in India , the media and Dalits and Dalit
women and the media has been explained. The word Dalit's origin has been traced, how
it came to media, what's the trend had been in media and what's the present scenario is in
terms of caste exist in India are dealt. Also, the trend on the coverage regarding Dalit
women has been disscussed.

CHAPTER -2. Literature review
Books related to research topic in this chapter, special articles , reports , research articles,

etc. literature has been reviewed.



CHAPTER -3 Discrimination against Dalit women and the moral responsibility of
the media

Chapter 3 explains the discrimination against Dalit women, social, economical and
political discriminations has been discussed. National Commission for women (NCW's)
report has taken as a source of Data to

explain the root cause of exploitation against women and How she suffer or bounded to
be abused because of economic crisis. Approximately 51 percent of Dalit women in
villages and 56 percent in cities are below the poverty line . Many Dalit women in
everyday life earns . But the number of unemployment among Dalit women is much
higher than the women belong to socially advanced section of society. Moreover because
of the untouchability, the scale of the opportunity of earning get reduced .

This chapter discussed on the moral responsibility of media and why it needs more
sensibility while reporting has explained. A case study of Jessica Lal murder case has

been included in it.

Chapter 4 - A Brief Introduction of Newspaper

This chapter includes brief summary of newspapers , The four newspapers which | have
selected to study, Dainik Bhaskar , Haribhumi , Hindu and the Times of India. How and
why these newspaper has taken for study has been discussed. Moreover, little bit
historical background of newspaper and its orientation has been touched to understand

the nature of newspaper.

Chapter - 5. Analysis of News

This Chapter is all about explanation through research method which | applied in this
research that is content analysis. News analysed through this method and questionnaire
applied to analyse Data and impact. Chart and graph has been used to explain all the data.

Finally, conclusions, suggestions and reference list is included.



Conclusion - This research has reached at a conclusion that the media acts
solely as an agent . An agent works with the principle of contract and explain about
information related to firm. In the similar way Media do.

Media is a tool which is not liable to anyone as Judiciary, legislature and executive has
this is the reason it is called as fourth pillar. The basic motive for using this tool for the
upliftment of socially, economically and politically weaker sections of society. But
unfortunately it does not work as it has its responsibility.

As | have discussed about the sterilisation issue, media covered the issue but there was
lack of sensitivity , moreover the superficially it has been covered. This issue has not
even raised nationally. This could be understand through theoretical explanation given
by Macomb and Donald Shaw, the agenda-setting concept ( 1 9 72 ). Diflur and ball
Rakesh Media System Dependency Theory (1 9 8 9 ), which explained with the passing
period of time many things get irrelevant. The opinion leader concept of Lejrfeld (1 9 40
.44)

theory explains that the presentation of social issues in the media prepare opinion
through leaders and then people grab the opinion gradually. This is the all reason why the
real issue could not been covered or get changed while flowing at lower level.

Suggestion :
The research presented the following suggestion.

e Dalit women should not looked through media only but also in terms of social
perspective.

e Newspapers in the cities has brought education among women. Women
understand issues like family planning but there is lackness at village level.
Government should start village edition newspaper which could be circulate at

village level for making them aware.

e Society needs to get change regarding adopting positive attitude towards Dalit

women and it is the media's responsibility to make people aware.



